It is possible that the species are not commonly attracted to lights because their main activity occurs in the evening. Intense searching during day hours under rotten vegetal matter, on the stalks of plants, as well as with light traps did not turn up more specimens. The sites where the specimens were collected are located near the borders of the TehuacanCuicatlan Biosphere Reserve (CONABIO-RTP-121), which is well known for the richness of xerophilous endemic plants, mainly cacti (Arriaga et al. 2000) . We hope that a large population of T. howdeni lives in the reserve.
Remarks: Weak sexual dimorphism, lack of complex cephalic or pronotal structures and the lack of projections in the external border of the mandibles of T. howdeni may be indications of a primitive species of the Oryctini. a horn-like structure............................................................................................................ 
